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Ineluctably we are led to the conclusion that Maimonides was aware of the incorrectness of
his position... The errors in Maimonides' letter bulk too large, the missing links of argument
are too apparent... As a legal defense the 'lggeret Ha-Shemad is inexplicable, but not as a
work of rhetoric, in the classic (and medieval) sense of the term -- as a pamphlet aimed not at
truth but at suasion, at moving people by all means at hand toward a given course of action.
The 'lggeret Ha-Shemad is not a halakic work, not a responsum, but, to use a modern term, a
propagandist tract... (Maimonides' 'lggeret Ha-Shemad: Law and Rhetoric, p. 306)
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He could here advance several simple, albeit specious, distinctions which would " :311 'aya p>v21910 '5179 ™27 oyt
."catch the imagination of the crowd.
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